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A MEETING OF WHIPPINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL WAS HELD AT WHIPPINGHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE  ON THURSDAY 20TH MAY 2021 AT 7.0PM

MEMBERS PRESENT :- Cllr Kirwood-Slack, Cllr Walter, Cllr Taylor, Cllr Thursby-Pelham and Cllr Price.

1527/21        ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND THE SIGNING OF THE DECLARATION OF OFFICE
                       Cllr Kirwood-Slack was duly nominated to be elected Chairman of the Council and also signed the          

                       Declaration of Office.

1528/21
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Cllr Clark due to illness.


1529/21
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Price declared an interest in any matter on the agenda appertaining to the Isle of Wight Council.
1530/21
    TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE 22ND  APRIL 2021
RESOLVED :-




     That the minutes of the meeting held on the 22nd April 2021 were approved and duly signed.
1531/21
    TO NOTE THE OUTCOME OF THE PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS
The Council noted the outcome of the Parish Council Election
1532/21
    TO ADOPT THE GENERAL POWER OF COMPETANCE
RESOLVED :-




     That the Council adopted the General Power of Confidence.
1533/21        TO RE-AFFIRM THE APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS THAT WERE PREVIOUSLY AGREED.


A.
TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE INTERNAL AUDITORS REPORT
                       B.
TO AGREE THE ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 

                       C.
TO RECEIVE AND AGREE THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS INCLUDING AGAR.

RESOLVED :-

          That the Council approved the Internal Auditors Report, the Annual Governance Statement, and  

                       agreed the Annual Accounts including AGAR.
1534/21       TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE FINANCIAL REPORTS.
a. Summary of payments and receipt April 21 and to note the bank  statement. 
     The Clerk informed the meeting that the Precept for 2021 has been received and that the Council has 
     had a VAT refund of £468.86
     RESOLVED :-


         That the summary of payments and receipts for April 21 was approved and the bank statement  

                covering this period was noted.
b. To note Payment made so far this month. 
     No payments have been made this month so far.
1535/21      TO COMMENT ON THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATION AND ANY THAT ARE RECEIVED PRIOR TO
                      THE COUNCIL MEETING AND TO NOTE DECISIONS MADE.
21/00599/FUL Land At Woodhouse Copse Off Brocks Copse Road East Cowes Isle Of Wight
Proposal: Bee keeping enterprise in existing buildings (one wooden cabin, one workshop and a

polytunnel), retention of two solar panels
Whippingham Parish Council discussed this planning application at great length. 

1.
It would appear from the planning application under section 5 it asks "Has the work or change  already been started" in which the answer was yes, the date when the work started was 01/07/2017 therefore this is not a start-up business as it says it was started nearly 4 years ago.

2.
That being the case we are questioning the statement that the applicant was not on site during the period of the Enforcement Officers involvement with the site as that has been ongoing prior to 2017 and continues to be so because as a Parish Council we have been since 2014 continue to complain about the appalling state of the site and the illegal residency on the Woodhouse Copse site.

3.
The Applicant has said there will be no Public Access but this is designated  Open Access land and the public have a right of access even though part of the rights of way has been obstructed by being fenced off. There is a right of way even though in the application they say there is not.

4.
The Council questions the statement on no vehicle parking as the applicant says he wants to employ people and since he says he lives in Ventnor so surely there will be a need for parking.

5.
The present opening onto the site is not the proper opening as that has been blocked off and the opening that is in use was created  illegally by spoils of building rubble being dumped/laid down (which possible contained contaminants), to make the unauthorised entrance.

6.
The proposal is to do bee keeping and also use the existing building which to our knowledge has be erected with no planning permission as this was never applied hence the Enforcement Officers involvement.

7.
The Council does not support the granting of planning permission for the wooden cabin, workshop, polytunnel or the two solar panels in fact these are part of the problem on the site that Enforcement needs to deal with as people have been and it is said still do live on the site. 

8.
Water that runs off from the site drains down to Kings Quay Shore, which is a SSSI, so any land contaminants would be of major concern, also, as the site includes an area of ancient woodland, we consider that this must be protected. 

9.              Regarding issues around foul sewage we question the statement regarding no knowledge of such matters. It seems hard to accept given this was started in 2017 it says in the application that the applicant and others must have been likely to need to use such facilities.

10.    
 The water that was brought onto the site was done so by illegally tapping into Brocks Copse Lodge’s water supply without their consent and this caused huge distress to the owners of that property. 

11.
To comply with employment law toilet and wash facilities for staff have to be provided.

12.    
 With the plans provided and the area marked out for the business to operate in we do question what has been said in the applicant’s business plan and question viability. 

Having sought out knowledge on bee keeping and what habitat they require to thrive on from one of the leading experts of bee- keepers on the Island, Whippingham Parish  Council has grave 

concerns and doubts about this proposal being a business let alone a sustainable business. 

It is well known that it is not recommended to put hives in woodland 

      
Taking everything into account Whippingham Parish Council strongly objects to this planning  

      
 application and asks the Isle of Wight Council not to grant this planning application.
1536/21      TO COMMENT ON LOCAL AUTHORITY REMOTE MEETINGS CALL FOR EVIDENCE


       To note the outcome on the  High Court Case on future Zoom Council Meetings
The Council Noted the outcome of the High Court Case. 
The Council was informed that the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government had sent out a survey for Councils to complete where they were consulting and calling for evidence on remote meetings.
The Council discussed the document and went through the questionnaire for their views, to be submitted to the Department.

The Council felt that the remote meetings worked very well and supported the Council to have the ability to continue to use remote meetings if circumstances were that it was the only way a meeting could be held. They also supported the ability to hold a hybrid meeting i.e. a physical meeting as well Councillors who through circumstances could not physically attend be in attendance via Zoom.
They also wanted the ability to choose how they held their meetings as remote meetings has enabled more public to attend.
1537/21     CLERK TO REPORT THE FOLLOWING MATTERS AND ANY FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED PRIOR  

                     TO THE MEETING. (For discussion and decision)

 a.  To agree dates of future meetings for 2021-2022

            10th June 21  
   8th July 21
       August 21 No Meeting 
        9th September 21

          14th October 21      11th November 21      9th December 21        January22 No Meeting
                      10th February 22       10th March 22           04th April 22            12th May 22


b.  To discuss outstanding enforcement issues.

      Concerns were raised about outstanding enforcement issues that have been raise by the Parish  

                          and the lack of feedback from the Isle of Wight Council.  The Clerk will pursue this issue and also liaise  

                          with Cllr Price over outstanding matters.
1538/21       TO RECEIVE A  REPORT FROM CLLR PRICE IW COUNCILLOR

         Cllr Price was congratulated on his election to the Isle of Wight Council. He said  the Council meets for 
         the first-time next week. Since his ward boundaries have changed, he is getting to know the area better.
1539/21       TO RECEIVE MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS



   Concerns were raised about development creep at Palmers Farm. The Clerk will talk to Wootton Bridge 

                       Clerk over our Councillors concerns and report back.
   Working Group meeting to be arranged to discuss the latest version of IWC Climate and Environment  

   Strategy and to bring forward recommendations to the Council.
 Signed 









                              Date 
Whippingham Parish Council supporting
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