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MEDINA VALLEY





Mrs Valerie Taylor CiLCA  PILCM


Whippingham Parish Clerk


3 Downside                                             

Ventnor


Isle of Wight


PO38 1AL

Tel: 01983 852576              Email: whippinghamparishcouncil@gmail.com

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING TO BE HELD AT WHIPPIGHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE AT 7.15PM  ON 27TH  MAY 2026 FOLLOWED BY THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 
      Apologies for absence was received from Cllr Price. 
2. TO NOTE THE MINUTES OF THE 2025 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING.
The Minutes of the 2025 Annual Parish Meeting were noted.
3. TO RECEIVE THE ANNUAL REPORT FROM THE PARISH CHAIRMAN

             Cllr Haigthomas gave the following Annual Report:- 
The Council








Whippingham Parish Council has met on 8 occasions during 2024-25 
The Council continues ongoing conversations with Natural England regarding the route of the Coastal Path and the concern of the Council in protecting our triple SSI’s.           

The Council responds as a Stakeholder Consultee for the Isle of Wight Council, Central Government and other Bodies including Planning. The Council was delighted to hear that the proposed gravel extraction is no longer going ahead. This had been vigorously opposed by our Council.


The Council has a qualified Clerk who is also the Council’s Financial Officer.

We were pleased to welcome 2 new Councillors Cllr Roger Cooney and Cllr Jane Cooney to our Council who many of you will know that they are responsible for running and maintaining of the Community Mini Bus for the Residents of Medina Park which is their shopping, hospital and doctors life line for those with no transport.  since Southern Vectis withdrew their service for those Parish Residents. 

Councillor Price as well as being a Parish Councillor reports at our meetings what he is involved with has been re-elected as our Isle of Wight Councillor. He ensures we receive regularly reports on events at County Hall as they affect Whippingham and our surrounding area as well as taking up our problems with the Isle of Wight Council on services they are responsible for. He is always willing to assist our Residents with their problems.

Parish Councillors.

· Our Councillors continue to be the eyes and ears of the Community and deal with many problems on behalf of their electorate. They also bring forward local problems to the Parish Meetings.
· The Chairman laid a wreath on the Annual Remembrance Day on behalf of the Parish.
Parish Council Meetings

            The Council posts details of all meetings and minutes on the Council’s website.
· The Council has given grants to support local organisations.

This included Sponsoring Warm Spaces that was put on at the Community Centre for our Residents this winter. Many thanks to the people who organised this event. I know it was appreciated by our Residents who attended.  We continue to sponsor the Medina Park Residents Bus which is a lifeline and is much appreciated and a very valuable service for our elderly Residents at Medina Park.

· The Council is continuing to work with East Cowes Town Council on a having a cycleway from East Cowes to join up with the Newport cycle way and for this also to be accessible for people with mobility scooters. We are awaiting access to a Government Funded Grant to complete this project hopefully in the next round of grants given out. We have the support of the Isle of Wight Council for this joint project. 

There are still some logistic problems to overcome as we continue to want as much of the cycle way to be along the River Medina as possible. This a project that will benefit all age groups.

· The Council on behalf of its Residents put in objections on the proposed route of the Coastal Path through our Parish and also the lack of consultation with our Residents when they failed to consult on unexpected changes to their plan.

· The Council has paid Consultants for a report on how to make Alvestone Road a quiet Road as is suggested in an Isle of Wight  Council report.
· The Council has again put up a Christmas Tree in the grounds of Whippingham Association Hall so it could be seen by people in all directions. We are pleased  our Residents continue to enjoy having a Christmas Tree  in the village and delighted that the Forge was also beautifully decorated which makes it a very attractive Christmas feature
· We continue to financially support Whippingham Community Centre in events/projects for the Residents of the Parish.
· We continue to support Care in the Garden a very worthy cause who do all our flower planters.
· The Council continues to review and comment on Local Planning Applications.
· The Council applied for Alverstone Road to become a quite lane because of the amount of walkers cyclist and horse riders that use it and this has been successful and we are awaiting the Isle of Wight Council to implement this as soon as possible.
· Lastly, I thank my fellow Councillors for being the eyes and ears of our village and also a thank Val Taylor our Parish Clerk 

4. TO RECEIVE A SUMMARY OF THE ACCOUNTS FOR 2025-26
       The Clerk gave the following summary of the 2025-26 Parish Council Accounts:-

              Income received for 2025-26 was £18,452. The expenditure for 2025-26 was £15,093. which gave  

              the Council a balance on the 31st March 26 of £42,133 to carry forward into this financial year.  

              She reported that the reason the balances were high was because money was ring fenced to go  

              towards the proposed Medina cycle way to Newport which we were continuing to work with East  

              Cowes Town Council and also the Isle of Wight Council on this future project for the benefit of our 
              Residents and it was hoped this was in the next round of Government funding of the Islands cycle 
              ways.

5. OPEN SESSION FOR THE ELECTORATE OF WHIPPINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL.

             No Matters were raised.

Whippingham Parish Council supporting
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