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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF WHIPPINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL THAT WAS HELD AT 7.15PM ON THURSDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER 2019 AT THE WHIPPINGHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE ALVERSTONE ROAD WHIPPINGHAM 
MEMBERS PRESENT :- Cllr Walter (Vice-Chairman), Cllr Taylor and Cllr Thursby-Pelham

1430/19        APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Kirwood-Slack and Cllr Clark. Cllr Hendry also sent his  

                       apologies.
1431/19
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
1432/19
     TO AGREE AND CO-OPT A COUNCILLOR TO WHIPPINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
RESOLVED :-



     That Cllr Matthew Price be co-opted to Whippingham Parish Council.

1433/19

TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE 11TH JULY 2019

     The minutes of the meeting held on the 11th July were approved and duly signed.
1434/19
     CLERK TO REPORT BACK ON PUBLIC MEETING HELD ON 7TH SEPTEMBER 19 AT EAST COWES TOWN HALL.



The Clerk reported back on a well attended  joint public meeting of East Cowes and Whippingham that was held on the 7th September 19 at East Cowes Town Hall. Cllr Rann chaired the meeting, Cllr Love represented East Cowes Town Council. I represented Whippingham Parish Council. A representative of the developer, the architect of the scheme and Bob Seely MP were also on the platform.


     The public were given the result of the survey. (Copy on our Council website).  A lot of questions were raised about the development.  People were angry at the last open area of green land which is agricultural land was being used for this development as it was the buffer zone between the 2 parishes and wanted it protecting.


     Questions were raised about affordability as only 35% of the houses would be classed as affordable. It  

                       was commented on that on what a normal person earned on the Island that these houses were not affordable for the Island people in need of a home. 

     The public made the panel aware that they were opposed to this development as they had taken more  

                       than their fair share of house building compared to other areas of the Island.  
In a subsequent round up meeting the Councils jointly agreed to purchase banners  to inform our residents and to look into the cost of a traffic survey as the one presented left a lot of questions to be answered.
1435/19

TO RECEIVE CLLR HENDRY’S ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCIL REPORT
                       The Council received a report from Cllr Hendry and commented on the amount of work that he had put     

                       into it. The Council fully supported his report.

1436/19
 TO COMMENT ON THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATION  ANY THAT ARE RECEIVED PRIOR TO THE    

                       COUNCIL MEETING AND TO NOTE DECISIONS

           19/00804/OUT Land between Queensgate Primary School and Crossways Road. Outline for residential  

                       development to provide 165 dwellings and formation of vehicular access off Beatrice Avenue and 
 Whippingham Road.   Re-advertised application now states up to 165 dwellings.

                       The Council discussed this planning application in detail. 
                        RESOLVED :-





That Whippingham Parish Council strongly objects and asks that you refuse this planning  

                                  application on the following  grounds :-


                      This planning application goes against the Island Plan Core Strategy. A lot of use of the Draft  

                                   Island Core Strategy is referred to in this application. Whippingham Parish Council suggests this 

                                   carries no weight whatsoever in support of this planning application as responses to the recent   

                                   consultation have not yet been published let alone a pre-submission version. (Recent High Court  

                                   Judgment)
· This is a development on productive agricultural land that has been in worked as farm land for over 40 years including this year. The use of Agricultural land for housing goes against the Island Core Plan.  
This application goes against SP1 as it does nothing to enhance the character and content of local area. 
· This application does not refer to the existing permission for housing development that have not been fulfilled in East Cowes and Whippingham which will meet the needs of our residents without this proposed development. This is not including the Hawthorne Meadows Estate that has not been completed. 
This does not comply with SP2 in the Island Core Plan.

· The proposed development is opposite one of the most prestigious protected landscapes in the country which the Island is lucky to have. Osborne House is a Grade 1 listed building and it is also a Grade2* Registered Park and Garden and an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. This application does not take any of this into account. 
This application goes against SP5 in the Island Core Plan.
· This application takes away the buffer zone that defines Whippingham Parish from East Cowes. It is one of the few remaining green areas left due to the overbuilding on the green spaces within the 2 parishes. 
Buffer zones are part of the Island Core Plan to protect community’s.
The land that is being proposed for building on is environmentally valuable to the wild life of our area. It is an area where Dark-bellied Geese are seen on this land and is a corridor to the 370 Dark-bellied geese seen at Kings Quay. This number was the latest count which is carried out every month by the British Trust for Ornithology. It is also used as a corridor for other species as well as being the feeding ground at night for bats.
This application goes against SP5 in the Island Core Plan.
· At no point can this be said that this development is of good design or ensures local distinctiveness. It has no character that fits in with various listed buildings a Grade 2 listed Park or an area of ANOB. It is also a dense development of an estate which cannot be justified as needed with the outstanding amount of planning permission still to be implemented in the 2 Parishes. 
This does not comply with DM2 of the Island Core Plan. 

· The GL Hearn report states that there should be aspirational homes in the area. The proposed homes and the lack of space.

This does not comply with DM3 of the Island Core Plan.

· The suggest Community orchard and the small play area for such a massive housing development that is usually seen in mainland towns does not count as community infrastructure, that is a pathetic statement. Even though the site as it is working agricultural land and is not physically used by the community but it is of great benefit to the community as our residents enjoy the openness of this green space and that cannot be underestimated at the feeling of wellbeing it gives people who enjoy this view and landscape and improves mental health.  Farmland once concreted over can never be reclaimed and our 2 parishes have lost a great deal of farmland. 
This does not comply with DM7 of the Island Core Plan.
· This application does nothing but give a passing nod to the Heritage of Osborne House. Under no circumstances could it be said that it enhances Osborne’s setting.

This does not comply with DM11 of the Island Plan.

· This application does not protect or enhance the neighbouring landscapes.

This does not comply with DM12 of the Island Core Plan
· This application does not take into account with the proposed hard surfacing within very small gardens the result of increased amount of runoff water and the increased problem created in the area which already has localised flooding.
This does not comply with SP5 or DM14 of the Island Core Plan.
· This application does not deal with the existing infrastructure or the problems it has now let alone when 167 more houses are built not counting the hundreds that still have planning permission to build in the 2 Parishes. 

· There is one road in and out of East Cowes that is frequently gridlocked not counting where it joins the Ryde to Newport Road at the Racecourse roundabout. Our road system is at bursting point and during these times when the road is gridlocked there are problems getting emergency services through to East Cowes. 
· The water supply is totally inadequate to cope with more properties. Hawthorne Meadows had no water less than 2 weeks ago and that estate is yet not complete. The Chief Executive of the Environment Agency has said they are reducing water extraction and this will mean a reduction in water that is available to the Island in the very near future but the Island has a problem now.

· No one has mentioned the disposal of sewage when it is well know that the pumping station has reached its capacity.

· 106 Money will not solve the problem as to where the children from the proposed new development will go to school. It certainly will not be in East Cowes as the new school is being built to take in known development at the time it was planned and this is not one of them. Children will be being bussed to Wootton or Newport.
· The Doctors surgery is unable to cope with the number of resident’s at this moment in time. It certainly has not got the capacity for at least 400 extra people.

· This development is said to be affordable but who can afford it with the prices quoted by the developer on the average wage earned on this Island. It certainly not for Islanders who want homes. The average ordinary wage is £18,000-£20,000 and it takes years to save a deposit.
· With no local shops or bus service who would want to be housed there especially if it is away from their own community and supportive family and friends.
· Engagement with local Communities. Leafletting 100 homes is not engaging with local Communities. Nor is 6% total response to public consultation in Whippingham and East Cowes. The result of the Whippingham  and East Cowes joint survey can be seen on both Whippingham and East Cowes web sites.
· With no local shops or bus service who would want to be housed there especially if it is away    

      from their own community and support of family and friends. 
· The traffic flow report. It would appear that the Kingstone Marine Area is not included

        in the Traffic Flow Report. It would appear to have been lumped in as part of the base 
        flow traffic no doubt counted under permitted development but this development has  

        not happening yet so predicted figures are not right.

· The Geological survey that has been conducted as a desk study shows a weakness without local knowledge. The Island Technology Park used swales for a holding area of surface water drainage.  This is what is being proposed at the Crossways Development. 

· In the drainage report it is suggested that the water will infiltrate. This will not work. It did not work at the Island Technology Park it flooded. It was not found to be suitable in the Folly Assessment. This shows a lack of local knowledge because even though there is a thin layer of gravel there underneath is clay and it does not drain/infiltrate away.

· The use of swales on the Crossways site will lead to localised flooding. This is happening on some properties at Hawthorne Meadows.

· In phase 1 of the Geological Environment Report it finally mentions the site is a high risk zone for unexploded ordinance and an EOD Engineer will be required during intrusive works. Are potential home owners going to be made aware of this risk when they start to cultivate their gardens?
1437/19
TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE FINANCIAL REPORTS.
a. Summary of payments and receipt for July and August 2019
The summary of payments and receipts for July and August 2019 was noted.
b. Payment of bills

RESOLVED :-

          That the following bills be paid:-Office £219.37, 2nd quarter underpayment of salary £287.43,

Visionict £156.00, Care in the Gardens £249.60, B Taylor Ink cartridge £6.34 and also to order and pay for 4 new banners. 
c. Pay Grant towards legal expenses to extend the lease on Whippingham Community Centre.


            RESOLVED :- 
                                            That a grant of £300.00 be paid to Whippingham Community Centre towards lease fees. 

d. To agree 2nd quarter payment to HMRC
RESOLVED :-
          That 2nd quarter payment of £208.80 be paid to HMRC

1438/19
CLERKS REPORT AND TO REPORT ON CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED FROM ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCIL AND OTHERS PRIOR TO THE MEETING INCLUDING THE   FOLLOWING FOR DECISIONS TO BE MADE
· Consultation by Isle of Wight Council on Concessionary Bus Fares
Councillors to fill in on line consultation
· New Bin Collection Service
Noted
· Planning Portal
Still ongoing problems

1439/19
MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS AND COUNCILLORS REPORTS


None.




Signed







Date 
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